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Huvafenfushi Resort
North Male Atoll, Maldives
Tel: +960 664 4222
www.huvafenfushi.com

The dishes are often more dressed up than
the bikini-clad diners at this over water eatery
on the Maldives’ barefoot chicest isle. Order
the premium sashimi, which arrives inside an
ice igloo. As well, try the decadent but entirely
healthy raw pizza, one of many dishes so ex-
quisite to behold but even better on first bite.

Alila Villas Hadahaa
Hadahaa Island
North Huvadhoo Atoll, Maldives
Tel: +960 682 8888
alilahotels.com

' This two-story eatery is by the pool, and is cool
| thanks to its eco-friendly open air architecture.
Kick start every idyllic day with homemade
breads and exotic fruity concoctions. After a
snorkel, scuba dive or a trip to the spa, return
for the fresh catch and delectable desserts.

From top: Comfortable open-air dining at Relish; a signature dish with trademark freshness

Getting there

The most common way to reach Maldives is through
the Malé International Airport on Hulhulé Island, next
to the country’s capital Malé. Travellers can either

take direct flight at Guangzhou to Malé by China
Southern Airlines, or transit in several countries such
as Singapore, Kuala Lumpur and Sri Lanka, provided
by airlines such as Singapore Airlines, Malaysia Airlines
and SriLankan Airlines. The other airport in Maldives,
Gan, serves domestic airline between the two.

Visas and passports

No prior visa application is required to enter the country.
Instead, visitors will be granted a free 30-day travel

visa on arrival, given they possess a valid passport,

a valid return air ticket together with the respective
visas, and a confirmed hotel reservation or a minimum
cash of USD 50 per person per day throughout the
staying period. Visitors can also extend the visas for

a maximum of 60 extra days chargeable for Rufiyaa
750, applied before the expiration of the granted visa.

Currency

The currency used in Maldives is the Rufiyaa (MVR).
Several branches and ATMs of the country’s national
bank, Bank of Maldives, can be found around Male,
together with other regional banks such as HSBC.

All resorts, hotels and major shops and restaurants
are authorised money changers that accept payments
in most major currencies and by credit cards.

When to go

Known for its supreme water quality and beaches,
Maldives is the perfect place for all sorts of diving

and watersports activities. Surfers are suggested to
visit the country around June to September, when

the southwest monsoon hits the islands, bringing

in massive swells that can reach two metres. Still,
dramatic changes in temperature or massive typhoons
are not common in Maldives, meaning travellers can
feel free to visit the country anytime of the year.

Weather

Maldives has a year-round warm and tropical climate,
with average temperature at above 30°C throughout.
The two distinct seasons are the dry northeast monsoon
season, which runs from January to March, and the

wet southwest monsoon season, which extends from
mid-May to November. Thanks to its location in the
equatorial belt, severe typhoons and thunderstorms

are rare, providing tourists perfect weather for

outdoor activities.
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